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Comedy Writing for TV & Radio Masterclass  
 

 

Dates Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 October 2019 

Times 10.30–17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level No previous experience required  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

Do you have a TV or radio comedy idea? Do you want to discover more about how writing comedy 

for these mediums works? This two-day course is inspired by the British Library’s acquisition of the 

Michael Palin archive, which features handwritten original Monty Python scripts, and draws on the 

historic P.G. Wodehouse archive, which will be shown to us by a British Library curator.  

 

Using these collections as a starting point, you’ll explore comedy scene writing and plotting, and 

character development with expert guidance from tutor, Chris Head and special guest, Lucy Lumsden. 

Lucy will also give us insight into the comedy industry and how to pitch your ideas. 

 

This course offers a unique opportunity to develop your own comedy ideas in a creative, focused and 

supportive environment.  

 
 

Saturday 

Our first day begins with a show-and-tell with a curator exploring selected modern comedy artefacts 

acquired by the library. We will then watch and analyse Monty Python sketches, TV & radio 

adaptations of Jeeves and Wooster and a range of comedy clips as nominated by the group to 

explore creating characters, situations, plotting, dialogue and scene writing.  Previous clips have 

included scenes from The Office, Fleabag, The IT Crowd, Toast of London, Only Fools and Horses, 

and more. 

 

This exploration will uncover techniques and approaches to: creating effective characters with 

idiosyncrasies and inner-conflict; building situations that are rich with dysfunctional relationships and 

provide opportunities for comedy; developing plots that challenge your characters and tell an effective 

story; writing scenes that are well structured and progress the plot; and producing dialogue that is 

dynamic and entertaining. 
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At the end of the first day you will be set an exercise to complete for the following morning. This will 

be personalised to best serve you wherever you’re at with your idea.  

 

Sunday 

On our second day we will begin by reading and discussing your work. You will receive detailed, 

specific, and personal feedback on the effectiveness of your characters, the ensemble of characters, 

the situation, the plotting and the scene writing as appropriate.  

 

We will then discuss how to pitch shows to TV and radio and how to break into the industry. In the 

afternoon you will have the opportunity to pitch your ideas to our special guest: former BBC Comedy 

Commissioner/ Head of Comedy at Sky TV and TV comedy producer Lucy Lumsden. 

 

 
 

Tutor 

Chris Head is the author of A Director's Guide to the Art of Stand-up (Bloomsbury Methuen) and is 

one of the UK's most sought after live comedy directors and writing/performance coaches with over 

twenty-five years’ experience. His live directing work has been seen at Soho Theatre, Bloomsbury 

Theatre (London), Pleasance, Assembly and Underbelly (Edinburgh), Melbourne Comedy Festival and 

LA Comedy Shorts. Chris's recent sitcom students have had a sitcom commissioned for Channel 5, a 

pilot commissioned by BBC Radio 4 which Chris is script-editing, a script commissioned by Channel 4, 

been winners and shortlisted in the BAFTA Rocliffe sitcom competition, had shorts commissioned by 

Comedy Central, sell-out comedy plays at Assembly Edinburgh Fringe and Soho Theatre London 

(directed by Chris), and have had a sitcom series commissioned by Radio 4. 

 

Special guest 

Lucy Lumsden commissioned many of the classic shows of recent times including as Outnumbered, 

Miranda, Gavin and Stacey, The Thick of It, The Trip, Nighty Night, The Catherine Tate Show, Rev, 

Lead Balloon, Harry & Paul, the pilot for Mrs Brown's Boys, Stella, A Young Doctor’s Notebook 

starring Daniel Radcliffe and Jon Hamm, Yonderland, Charlie Brooker’s A Touch of Cloth, Alan 

Partridge’s Mid Morning Matters, Psychobitches, and Hunderby. Her shows have won numerous 

awards including an International Emmy for Chris O’Dowd’s sitcom Moone Boy. 

 

 
Preparation 

To help Chris prepare for our course please submit either a brief outline of your comedy show idea (if 

you have one) and where you’ve got to with it to adultlearning@bl.uk  Or a few sentences on your 

comedy area of interest.  

 

Please also pick a TV sitcom scene that you enjoy. This can be from any era or any channel. Please 

send it to adultlearning@bl.uk in the form of a YouTube link. If you are a fan of radio sitcom and can 

source and share an audio scene instead please feel free to do so. 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

Some previous comedy writing experience would be welcome but none is assumed or required.  

 
 

Facilities and refreshments 
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On Saturday 12 October please gather at 10.15am outside the Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre 

on the lower ground floor of the Library. 

 

On Sunday 13 October participants will gain early entry to the British Library via Gate 5 on Midland 

Road. Please meet at Gate 5 from 10.15 on the day. (The Library will open to the public at 11.00.) 

Further instructions about Sunday entry will be given to you on Saturday. 
 

Tea and coffee is provided in the morning each day. Participants will need to make their own 

arrangements for lunch. 

 
 


